Here is a guide on understanding each type of bid lines.

Add bid group
This blue button has 3 options:
1)Pairing bid group. This is to start a pairing bid group where you will put your block preferences.
2)Award reserve. This is to activate your reserve bid group.
3)Reserve bid group. This is to start a reserve bid group where you will put your reserve preferences.

Each of those options has subcategories. We will go over each one.

1-Pairing bid group
This option has 6 subcategories, each with multiple subcategories:
A)Prefer off
B)Award pairings
C)Avoid pairings
D)Instruction
E)Set condition
F)Waive

A)Prefer off:
-Date list is where you select individual dates, in order of preference

-Dates range is where you select the first and last day off to create a range of preferred days off. This order can be reversed by checking the box “reverse range priority”.

-Weekends is where you select an amount of weekend off minimum. A weekend consists of Saturday AND Sunday. Only the first/last day of the month could be either of the days and still be considered a full weekend during awards.

-Days of week list is where you select the days of the week (Sunday, Monday, Tuesday…) in the order of preference. You do so by clicking on the letters(Su,Mo,Tu…) of the days you prefer off.

-Days of week range is where you bid for a range of weekdays by clicking on the day of the weeks(first and last) to create a range. For example Mo-Th would give a Monday to Thursday range.

Else start next bid group is attached to a day off line and tells the system that those days off are essential for this bid group. If any of them has to be denied, the whole bid group is discarded and the system will go to the next bid group.

All or nothing is attached to a prefer off line and tells the system that if any of the days off has to be denied, the bidder does not want any other from this line. 


B) Award pairings
-Aircraft type is where you select which aircraft you want to fly on. It has two sub-options: If/If not and Any/Every. If/If not is a yes or no option for the aircraft. Any means at least one leg, every means every leg of the pairing.

-Allowance amount is where you select how much allowance you want to bid for. You chose greater than, less than or a range and add an amount in the box.

-Average daily credit is where you select the average hours for the pairing. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of average hours.

-Carry out is where you select how many days you want an overlap pairing to have in the following month. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of days you want in the next month.

-Deadhead legs is where you tell the system how many deadhead legs you want. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of deadheads.

-Depart on is where you select what day the pairing departs. You select from a date list, a date range or a days of week list. 

-Duty duration is where you select how long you want each duty day to last. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of hours.

-Duty legs is where you select how many legs per duty you want. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of legs per duty. You can select to count deadheads as part of this number. By default, the system does not count deadheads as working legs.

-Employee is where you select an employee to fly with. Any means at least one leg, every means every leg of the pairing.

-Enroute check-in time is where you select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of time when you want to leave the hotel after a layover.

-Enroute check-out time is where you select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of time when you want to leave for the hotel starting a layover.

-Landings in is where you want to touchdown. You select If/If not(yes or no) and the station(s). You can also count deadheads as landing in. By default, the system does not count deadheads as working legs.

-Layover has 2 options and four subcategories. The options are If/If not(yes or no) and Any/Every(at least one layover or all layovers of the pairing). These options apply to the subcategories as a whole. Meaning that if multiple subcategories are selected, ALL of them have to be part of the pairing awarded, not just one or the other. The subcategories are:
   -Sations is where you select where you want the layover to be.
   -Of duration is how long the layover should be. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of hours.
   -On is where you select on what date the layover(not the pairing departure) is. You select from a date list, a date range or a days of week list. 
   -Starting at is where you select at what time the layover starts. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of time.

-Position is where you select(in order or preference) what positions you want to work. If not selected, all positions are available in no particular order.

-Sit length is where you tell the system how long you want between legs during the same duty day. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of hours.

-TAFB(Time Away From Base) is where you tell the system how long you want to be gone from your base. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of hours.

-Time off is where you tell the system that you want time off attached to the pairing from this line. It can be before or after the pairing. It can be days(calendar day) or time(from check-out to check-in). 

-Pairing check-in time is where you tell the system at what time you want to start the pairing. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of hours.

-Pairing check-out time is where you tell the system at what time you want to end the pairing. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of hours.

-Pairing total credit is where you tell the system how many total hours the pairing should have. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of hours.

-Pairing in-period credit is where you tell the system how many hours in the month the pairing should have. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of hours.

-Pairing carry-out credit is where you tell the system how many hours the pairing should have in the following month(overlap). You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of hours.

-Pairing length is where you tell the system how long the pairing should be. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of days.

-Pairing number is where you select the pairing number(s). You select If/If not(yes or no) and from list(type in the pairing number) of from condition where you select greater than, less than or a range and put in a pairing number to direct the system(for example greater than T7000)

-Pairing number departing on where you will be able to put multiple pairing numbers with departure dates on the same line and order them. You select If/If not(if not will not allow the ordered option), Yes/No(this determines if the pairings are ordered or not), then the pairing number with the corresponding departure date. 

-Total legs in Pairing is where you tell the system how many legs you want (total) in the pairing. You can include deadhead legs. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of legs. 

-Total legs in first duty  is where you tell the system how many legs you want in the first duty day. You can include deadhead legs. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of legs. 

-Total legs in last duty is where you tell the system how many legs you want in the last duty day. You can include deadhead legs. You select exactly, greater than, less than or a range of legs. 

-Limit is where you put a limit on how many pairing this specific line(only applies to the line it is on) can award. A limit one would only generate one pairing for this line.

-Followed by is where you would attach a second(third, fourth…) pairing to the one already on the line. It becomes an “all or nothing” combination. If every pairing from the followed by combination cannot be awarded, none of them are. In this option you have all the same options as “award pairing” and two more: Maximum time between pairing, where you put the amount of hours in between pairings, and Allow intervening activities. Checking the box for this last one tells the system that there can be something in between the pairings like ART or a special assignment. 


C) Avoid pairings
Here you find all the same options as “award pairing” except Limit and Followed by. You can also attach “else start next bid group” to this line. Keep in mind that for a pairing to be avoided, every option on the avoid line has to be part of the pairing. For example this line: 
Avoid pairing if layover in LIS of duration less than 24h if aircraft type 787.
That line would not avoid a LIS layover less than 24h if the aircraft is anything other than 787. 


D)Instruction
-Forget line tells the system to forget a negative line(prefer off,avoid) that is higher than this one.

-Redo from line tells the system to start reading the bid again from a specific award pairing bid line higher than this.

-Clear schedule and start next bid group tells the system that if the hours are not complete when reading this line, to clear everything awarded and start over a completely new bid group. If anything in the bid group containing this instruction has to be denied, the “cssnbg” will be triggered and the system will move to the next bid group.

E)Set condition
-Maximum credit window tells the system that you want as close to the maximum hours as possible. That lets the system know that the amount of hours is more important than the order of the lines, meaning that if a lower line can award you more hours, the system will deny higher pairing lines in order to award you more hours from a lower line.

-Minimum credit window tells the system that you want the lowest necessary amount of pairings. That does not mean low hours. It means no unnecessary fillers once the credit window minimum has been reached.

-Pattern  is where you would ask for a specific days on/off pattern. You select between x and y days ON with a minimum of z days off in between(groups of days on). Else start next bid group can be attached to this line.

-Minimum days off in a row is telling the system how many days off you prefer every time you get a day off in the month. Else start next bid group can be attached to this line.

-Consecutive days off in a row is telling the system that you want x amount of days off in a row(one instance) in the month. It can have a date range attached and else start next bid group attached.

-Days off with employee  is where you put how many days off with employee x you want. Else start next bid group can be attached to this line.

-Days off opposite employee is where you put how many days off against(not the same days) employee x you want. Else start next bid group can be attached to this line.

-No same day pairings is telling the system that you do not want two different pairing numbers on the same calendar day. Meaning you cannot come back from a pairing in the morning and leave that same night for another pairing. Else start next bid group can be attached to this line.

F)Waive
-1 day off in 7. Select this to waive this rule
-4 days off in 14. Select this to waive this rule


2-Award reserve
This option only has one sub option: max above.
Max above is to determine a number of people above the bidder to be on reserve. 
That means the maximum of people on reserve senior to the bidder cannot exceed the number stated in the line. If it does, the system will go to the next bid group, which is a pairing bid group(either made by the bidder or the embedded one) and make a block from that group.

3-Reserve bid group
This option has 3 subcategories:
A)Prefer off
B)Set conditions
C)Waive
Each of those have more subcategories.

A)Prefer off:
-Date list is where you select individual dates, in order of preference

-Dates range is where you select the first and last day off to create a range of preferred days off. This order can be reversed by checking the box “reverse range priority”.

-Weekends is where you select an amount of weekend off minimum. A weekend consists of Saturday AND Sunday. Only the first/last day of the month could be either of the days and still be considered a full weekend during awards.

-Days of week list is where you select the days of the week (Sunday, Monday, Tuesday…) in the order of preference. You do so by clicking on the letters(Su,Mo,Tu…) of the days you prefer off.

-Days of week range is where you bid for a range of weekdays by clicking on the day of the weeks(first and last) to create a range. For example Mo-Th would give a Monday to Thursday range.

Else start next bid group is attached to a day off line and tells the system that those days off are essential for this bid group. If any of them has to be denied, the whole bid group is discarded and the system will go to the next bid group.

All or nothing is attached to a prefer off line and tells the system that if any of the days off has to be denied, the bidder does not want any other from this line. 

B) Set condition:
-Pattern is where you would ask for a specific days on/off pattern. You select between x and y days ON with a minimum of z days off in between(groups of days on). Else start next bid group can be attached to this line.

-Maximum GDO is where you put the amount of gdos you want maximum in the month.

-Consecutive days off in a row is telling the system that you want x amount of days off in a row(one instance) in the month. It can have a date range attached and else start next bid group attached.

-Days off with employee is where you put how many days off with employee x you want. Else start next bid group can be attached to this line.

-Days off opposite employee is where you put how many days off against(not the same days) employee x you want. Else start next bid group can be attached to this line.

C)Waive:
-1 day off in 7. Select this to waive this rule
-4 days off in 14. Select this to waive this rule



